
MURRAY, BUR S & ENLEN
A Co~mtiv~ L

TRANSMITTAL MEMORANDUM

July

TO: CA~ Bay-Delm~m
1416 Ninth Steer, Suite 1155
Sacramento, California 9~14                  Jff[

Gilbefl Cosio,
Mu~y, Bums and ~enlan

SUBJECT: Transmittal of 199/ ~ategory !11 Proposal ..
Reclamation District No. 2110 - Mokelume River Setback Levee and

Habitat Enhancement Project

In accordance with specifications described in the "Request for Proposals, 1997 Category III,
Ecosystem Restoration Projects and Programs", transmitted on behalf of Reclamation District No.
2110, are the enclosed ten (10) copies of their Pcoposal regarding the "Mokelanme River Setback
Levee and Habitat Enhancement Project".

If you have any questions, or require additional information, please call me at (916~56~400.

Sincerely,
MURRAY, BURNS & KIENLEN

S ilber~ Cosio, Jr.

Reclamation District No. 2110
c/o Ms. Kadee Hoover
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Moke.lumne I~ver Seasick Levee and
I~bimt Enh~cement Project

R~lanmtinn Dis~ct No. 2110

Project Dexc~otton & PHmar~ Bio!o~ical/Eeolo~_ieal Obtecttv¢$:
Reclamation Dis~ct No. 2110 is proposing a mulii-punppse ¢ons~uction project in the north Delta.

Th~ project involves a setback levee consistent with the FEAT Report and CALFED objectives ~egerding
flood con,-v! and environraental enhancement.

The projec~ involves construction of a new levee, setback approximately 400 feet from the existing
~ on the right bank of the Mokelun-m~ River along RD 21 t0 (see Fig. 1). The proposed levee is
3.4 miles in length and will paralfel the existing levee. A new channel will be constructed betwean the
existing leveo and proposed levee to provide additional flow capacity on the Mokalurane River. The new
¢hatmel will also provide borrow material for the construction of the proposed levee. The existing levee
will be leR in place to protect existing and encourage additional waterside habitat. Toe proposed levee
will be engineered for stability and provide additinnR1 waterside habitat.

The proposed project is a component of the preferred alternative identified in the draft EIP,/EIS for
the North Delta Program (Nov. 1990). It is a multi-phased project consisting of RFP project group I -
Construction Project.

Priority habitats tlmt will benefit from the project include season~ wedands and aquatic habitat,
instream aquatic habitat, shad~[ riverine aquatic habitat (SRA) and mid--channel islands - shoal habitat.
The project will addsess stxessors related to flood plain and marsh plain changes (such as physical
isolation of the flood plain) and channel form changes (such as elimination of side channels).

Priority species that will benefit are winter-run chinook salmon, spring-run chinook salmon, San
Jenquin fall-rim chinook salmon, Delta smelt, longfin smelt, splittall, stee.lhesd trout and migratory birds.
The fish species will benefit from incremed shallow water and riverine habitat that is used for rearing
and/or spawning. Migratory birds will benefit from the increased amount of SPA habitat.

The project is consistent with CALFED objectives and provides benefit to many areas of concern.
These benefits incinde reduction in flood stages, greater flood conveyance on the Mokelnrnne and
Cosunmes Rivers, and improved water quality, system re.ability, recreation, fisheries and wildlife
habitat.

The project approach will be to carry out multi-phases in a clear step-by-step manner to provide
public comment, address community concerns and meet CALFF.,D objectives. The phasing wR1 consist of
Planning and Design, Acquisition of Property, and Construction. The tasks and schedule for each Phase
are presented below:

lrnase I - Project evaluation and preliminary design 10/01/97 - 01131/98
- E~nvizonmental review & permitting G2/01/98 - 0810ff98
- Monitoring & evaluation 10/15/98 - 12/01198

Phase I1 - Negotiate & purchase land 03/01/98 - 06/01/98
Phase i]I - Preparation of final plans 06/01/98 - 08101198

- Construction 09/01/98 - 09/0[/99
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The proposed project is tim upstrmm �omlx)nent of the North Delta Program prdcn’~d almmative.
Tbe dredge ~ is not prop~ed for tlRs project. The goals and benefits provided by tbe NPD am: 1)
al~viat~ flooding in the north Delta, 2) reduce reverse flow in lower San loaquin River, 3) improve
qu,~lity, 4) ~’~.~duce fishery impan~, 5) improve State Water Project flexibifity, 6) meet the prinfity habliat
species requirements of this RFP and 7) address stre~ors related to flood plain and marsh plain e~ange,
and channel form changes. The projec~ w~ incrementally provide the goals and benefits enumerated
above.

The estimated budget costs for each phase a~: as follows:
Phase I (planning and design) -- $ 365,000
Faase II (land acquisition) -- $
Phase HI (consmz~ien) -- $ 10.4~.000

TOTAL PROIECT COST-- $ 11,515,000

The project wil! have no downstream ~fect on ",he peak flood stage during ~ flood ~ent~. In
fact, the project will eliminate the devastating surge of water pruduCezl downstro~n when the
MoConnack-Williamson Tract floods and overtops at its downstream end. There may be a slight increase
in ~ stage downs~q~n during lesser floods. (The existing, limited c~padty channel tends to meter
flows downstream.) It is not anticipated that this increase will be significant and wR1 be curef~dly
evainatcd in the CEQA document.

Arolicam Oual~fications:

Reclamation District No. 2110 (District) is the public agency responsible for mnintenanee and
~ehabilitafion of the leve~ within i~ jurisdiction. The District ha~ been a partluipant in the Subventions
Program (SB 34) and ~ such i~ well acquainted with the CEQA proc~ses, bidding laws, contract~g for
levee work, and in general flooding issues in the North Delta. The District has spend approximately
$1.4 million on levee maintenance aud reh~ilitation since 1986. Murray, Burr~ an~ Kie~en (MIKK) has
been the District Engineer since the Dis~ct’s formation and has guided the District’s Board of
in the above activities.

Monitoring_ & Data E~ah~ttion:
The project ~ be monitored for success of hydrauliC and biological improvements to the system.

Hytiraulic improvements ~ be documented by completing an as-~uik survey of the new channel and
levee, and evaluating how well ~ design improves the ~annel hy~ranlic~. BioingJcui monitoring will
include documentation of botanical, wildlife, and fisheries resources ~efere and afar project construction.

~ SumTotr/Coordlnza~on FOrth Other Pro~rm~/C4~,noatibi~tv with ~
The defign of the projects will incerpotate ~lvice fi’om key State and federal resource management

agencies. The project design wi.ll minimize adverse impacts to the land ar~ wat.er habitat’s, and respe~
key habitats of ram and andangered ~*uies in the Delta area. The project inchtdes constxuudon on
agriculteral land and will reqnire appropriate environmental analysis. In addition, the project ~ need
permits or approvals from the Corps of Engineers, the Department of Fish and Game, and ~
Valley Reginnal Water Quality Control Board. Cnordina~on with nearby property owners will also be
e~cial, but is favorable at this time. It is anticipated ~ funding may also be obtained from the
Department of Water Resources Delta l_~vee Subventions Program and the Delta Levee Sl~Cial Projects
Program. Preliminary di~us~ioa w~th Saera~ento and San $~a~uin Coen~y s~aff indicet~ that they wonld
favor the project’s hydraulic benefits.
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Mokelumne River Setback Levee
and

Habitat Enhancement Project

Reclamation DisU’ict No. 2110
M~’Connack-W’flliam~n Tract

% Mr. Tom McCormack
Box A

Rio Vista, Ca.Ht’ornia 94571
Phone: (707) 374-5586 ¯ FAX: (707) 374-2766

Applicant Type: Public Agrncy
ID #68-(}3567907

Technical and Finai’~ciM Contact

Gilbert Cosio, Jr.
Murray, Burns and IC.ienlen
1616 - 29th Street, Suite 300

Sacramento, California 95816
Phone: (916) 456-4400 * FAX: (916) 45d-0253

Participants/Collaborators in imvlementation
California Department of Water Resources

Reclama~on District No. 2110

[~in? Pro_~ect GrouwTw~es

ConsCzuction Project ¯
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Public 5coping for F_.IR: A public scop~g mee~ns will be be/d m~r the projen~
si~ to obtain comments on tbe NOP. Based o~ commenla rec~-~ed on th© NOP,
both in writing and a~ the public meeting, the contractor may request revision of
th~ slammcm of work/contract.

3. Preliminary DraR E]P,: A focused p~ject Dr-aR EIR will be pmp~ed tha~ me~
CEQA reqali’emenla. The Draft EIR will utilize information available from a
previous EIR.~S on the North Della Program, For costing purposes, it is
assumed that key areas of pomntia[ impact on the project site and off, ate
(downstream) that are to be discv.sscd in depth in the EIR a~: agriculture,
water/hydrology, waterbeme mmsportatinn and recreation, biologlcal msourees
(fish and wildlife, vegvtmion), and enltural msotu’ces. Th~ proj~ alternatives
will include the =No Project" altematlve and two others. The two othea:
alternatives will be dcternfined based on a sc, re~g of possible alreroative~ using
criteria deve.loped in consultation with t~ project engineer, environmental
¢onsullant, and agency rrprr~ntatives.

4. Public Draft EIR: A public draf~ EIR will be prepared, and one publio henring
held in Re vicinity of the project.

5. Final EIR: From wr~t~ comments and oral testimony a~ the public hearing, a
¯ Responses to Cornments.~locument will be prepared that, togethea" with ~h¢ DraR
F_.~R, will comprise the Final EIR.
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COST & $CI-IEDfFL~"
Table I shows the estimamd costs of the tasks described in the Sco~e of Work secfiea.

Funding for this project and subsequent monitoring are requesUxl from CALFF_D
Category Ill for 100 percent of the total cost. However, it is anticipated that funding may
aJso be obtained fzom the Department of Watt" Resources Delta Levee Subventions Program
aad the DeJm Levee Special P~ject~ Program.

C~.strucdun quantities are based on i~t’ormafion supplied in t~e North Delta Ptognun
EIR/EIS. The constr~ct~on assumes 1,200,000 cu.yds, ot" excavation. The new levee is
e~timatcd to require 640,0~0 cu.y&, of material and the rema~e~ would be used to
re.force the exisda8 levee. Approx~nately 280,000 ~o~$ of dprap ~ be ~xluLred to
protect the waterside dope o~ the existing levee a~d ~ew ]even.

Table 1

Phase I -- Planning and Design
Msteds! &    Mtacslta-

Direct    Direct Acqulsl- neous &

oro~ & d~gn

Phase II -- Land Acquisition
Malerlal & Mlscslta-

Direct Direct Acqutsl- nsous &
L~bor Salsry & Overl~ead Service lion ogter Dlslrlct Total

Task Hour~ Bensfl~ Labor Contteots Conb’aats Costs Cost

NegoU~m and -- -- $30,0o0 $S3o,000 ~
I purch~e of land

Totsl Phase II Co~t $880,000

-7-
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SCHEDULE OF MILE,STONES:
Outlined bdow is a schedule of the project milestones. ¯

Phase I - Project evaluation and prdiminaty design 10/01/97 - 01/31/98

- Envkonmental review & permitting 02/01/98 - 08/01/98

- Monitoring & eval~tion 10/15198 - 12/01/98

Pha~e H - Negotiate & purchase Land 03/01/98 - 06/01/98

Phase 1-ff - P~.~fion of final plans 06/01/98 - 08/01/98

- Cons~ct~oa 09/01/98 - 09101199

THIRD PARTY IMPACTS:
The project ~ have no downstream effect on the peak flood stage during large flood

events. In fact, the project will eliminate the devastating surge of water produced
downsta-eam when the McCormack-Willlamson Tract floods and overtops at its downstream

end. Tbero may be a slight increase in peak stage downstream during lesser floods.
current construction tends to meter flows downstream. It is not anticipated that this increase
will be ~ignificant and will be carefully evaluated in the CEQA document.

-8-

I --006599
1-006599



1II. APPLICANT QUALIFICATIONS:

Reclamation District No. 2110 (Dish’ict) is the publi~ agency responsibh~ for
ma~ntea~co and rehabilitatinu of the [evec$ within its jurisdiction. The Di~h-ict has been a
pa~clpant in the Subventions Program (SB 34) and as such is well acquainted with the
CEQA processes, bidding laws, contracting for levee work, and in general flooding issues in
the North Delta. The District h~ spent approximately $1.4 ndllion on levee maintanance
and rehabilitation since 1986. Murray, Burn~ and Klenlen (MBK) ha~ been the Difa’~
Engineer since formation of the Disk’ict and has guided the District’s Board of Trustees in
the above activities.

MBK is a consulting dvil engineering firm providing services in the general areas of
flood control, water supply planning and water fights. As a subset of their flood conlfol
¢fientele, MBK provides engineering services to Delta reclamation districts. MBK pe~onnel
involved with Delta reclamation district engineering have extendve experience in water
zeeources engineering and planning. MBK personnel have been, and continue to be,
extremely involved in shaping the future of the Delta by sitting on numero~ boards and
advisory committees regarding such ~ as environmental and regulatory issues, f~nding,
engineering and land use.

Consistent with Government Code §4525, Murray, Burns and I~en[en was sdected by
RD 2110 to provide planning, permitting and enghmering s~rvlces in connection with project
plamting and constrdction. The selection was made on the basis of qualifications and
demonsa’ated competence for the requested services, including documentation of fair and

MBK acts as a consultant for twenty (20) other reclamation districts in the Sacramento-

San Joaquln Delta. MBK is also a prime engineering consultant to the Sacramento Area
Flood Control Agency (SAFCA) and has been involved as a consultant for many
organizations concerned with water conveyance and flood control in the CenU"al Valley.

Mr. Gilbert Cosio, principel of Murray, Burns and Kienlen, will be responsible for
engh~eering anti management of the project. Mr. Cos|o would be responsible to c~rdinate
ull ac’tivifie.s in regard to engineering and env’h’onmental services performed for Reclamation
District No. 2110. Mr. Cosio has 17 years of experience in flood con~ol, hydrology,

hydnaulica, water resource planning, drainage water supply, surveying and leven mainte-
nance. Mr. Cosin is currently Prindpat in charge of all Delta levee reclamation district
work for MBK. Mr. Cosio coordinates levee inspections, levee maintenance and
rehabilitation projects, competitive bid plans aad specification preparation and contract

adminis~tion fi>r Delta reclamation districts. He also oversees maintenance planning,

-9-
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funding application and claims, r~gulatory coordiv~on, envirnnmantal assessments. CEQA
documentation and reports and presentations to respective reclsraation distr;,ct boards of
trustees. Mr. Cosio’s Delta work has ~o led to testimony at public hearings, Reclamation
Board hearings and workshops, and State Water Resources Control Board hearings.
Mr. Cosio has coordinated levee work and clams with County. State und Federal agencies in
charge of disaster assistance. Mr. Ccaio was a member of the Delta Coalition, wl~ch wa~ a
committee involved with developing delta levee maintenance legislation in 1988. Mr. Cosio
is also a membe~ of the Habitat Advisory Comrnitten set up to administer the mitigation
element of the Delta Levee Subventions Program and a member of the Habitat Advisory
CommiUee subcommittee regarding regulatory permit streamlining for levee maintenance

EA Engine, Science, end Technology, Inc., is a rnuitidisuiplinary environmental
consulting firm with a s~aff of Northern California scientists who s~ in environmeeed
malysos related to water resources. EA’s staff have been conducting aquatic studies in the
Delta and its tributary watersheds for over 20 years, and have conducted fensibility studies
and assessments of many habitat restoration projects.

EA Engineering, Scianee, and Technology has consulted with Iv~K on Delta projects
since 1993. In that capacity, they have provided biological design, monitoring, and surly
services to MBK for Delta projects, and completed C]~QA compliance documents associami
with various habitat improvement projects.

Consistent with Goveramen~ Code §4525, EA E~ginecring, Science, and Technology,
Inc., was re.lectnd by Murray, Burns and g.ienlen to provide environmen~ services in
counection with project development and pert’nit processing. The selection was made on the
basis of qualifications and demonstrated competence for the requested services, including
documentation of fair and remonable prices.

Pursuant to California Government Code §1090, F..A Engineering, Science, and
Technology, Inc., is disclosing a remote intexvst in propo.~als submitted for funding under
CALFED’s 1997 Category ]~ progntm. EA staff, as third tier subcontractors to the Bureau
of Reciam~on, have provided technical and administrative support to CALFED agency surf
in the Restoration Ccordinalion Program. In this capacity, EA staff have assisted with
documentation of public meetings of the Ecosystem Roondtahle, and compiled technienl team
meeting information for distribution to Roundtable m~mbers and the public. EA’s legal
counsel has determined that EA’s participation as a subconsultant in contracts that may be
awardexl under the Category ]]I program does not conslimte a vldiation of C.a]ifornia
Government Code §1090.
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Mr. Scott Wilcox of BA Engineering, Science, and Technology is a s~ior
biolo~isl whose role ~ i~volve ~echnical ov~i~t and man.emit of tasks relaml to
biological monitoring and environmental compliance. His are~ of technica~ expe~ise include
aquatic and terrestrial resource impact assessment, habitat qua~tificalion and evaluation,
fishe~es analyses in riverine and estuarine systems. His 17 yezrs of experience includes
biological inve.~g~io~s for approximately 30 project~ within or ~bum-j to ~he Central
V~ley and the Delta. Many of the.s~ projects involved planning of aquatic h~bitat
actions and character~ation of habitat conditions. Relevant project ~pe~e~¢~ includes
design, monitoring, and CEQA compliance for l,’v~ habitat improvement projects; TES
s’pecies surveys and Section 7 consultation for Dcka smelt; and evaluation of potential
construction project impacts on Sazramcnto split~il. Professional references for similar
projects include Frank Wernette (209-948-7800) and Peter Pen’ine (916-358-2926) of
Department of Fish and Game.

Mr. Georg~ Molnar is a senior wetland geologist who ~ manag~ ripm’ian vegetalion
monito~ng tasks. Mr. Molnar has !7 ye.a~s of ~xperience in wetlan~ and riparian
assessment, monitoring, and restor~on. K~ has a ~vcrse range of experie.~ce in
habitats in California and other wc~rn statvs. His experience includes ~h~ design and
implementa~on of studies of flood plain terrace g~omorphology, moisture condi~ons, and
vegemio~ succe~ioa along thv Carmel River. in Central C~llfornia and the lower Gila River
in ~outhern Arizona. He also designed an innovative flood plain enhancement plan for the
Gila Kive~ that will promote natural widow and ¢ottonwo~l regcnera~on ~hrough
r~establishment of more normal peak flow periodicity and f~equency. Mr. Molnar h~s
conducted riparian h~bit~t restoration monitoring in Ed~on Cr~k, a ~buta~’T of thv McCloud
River in Shasta Trinity Nationa~ Fore~t, California; a wetland/riparian impacts study of the
Animas-LaPlata Rivers Project in s~uthwestern Colorado; and assessments of wetland
impacts relau~ to levee and drainago improvements along Elder Creek and Magpie/Sump
157 Creeks in Sacramento.
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NONCOLLUSION AFFIDAVIT TO BE EXECUTED BY .
BIDDER. A~.N’D SL~MITTED WITH BID FOR PU~BLIC WORKS

STATE OF CALIFORNIA

COUN~ OF ~acrame~o

J,�~ KRISTI L JOHNSON,

(Ho~.ry Public)
(Homri~,l Se~tl)
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NONDISCRIMINATION COMPLIANCE STATEMF.d’,43"

The comlyany named ~bov= gm’dnaPer rde=~d to ~s "pmspecriv~ contractor") hereby c~nifies, urless
specifically exempted, complianc-- with Govemmem Cod~ Section 12990 (a-f) and Cali.fon6a Cod~ of

Reo-n~l~o~s, ~de 2, Division ,~, Cha~rer 5 h~ mm~-s r..la~ing ~o ~=por~.ng requk,~n~nts and t~e
devdo~nent~ implementation and mainmnance of aNond~cfimimaa’on Program. P~sw..cti~ c~nu’ac:or

~s noz ro unlaw-i~y di~.miuafe, harass or allow harassment against any employee or applicen~ for
employmen~ because of sex, race, color, aac,.,.s=y, ~eligious cr~d, national origin, disability i-including

~ andAIDS ), medical condition (cance~), age, marl ,ml stores, ~ of family and medical car~ leave

and denial of im~gnancy disabi~ty leave.

Z, the offL--ial nama_d below, h~reby swear tAat I ant duty audwrized to regally bind the prospective

contractor to the a~ove dzscribed cer’dfw.aziott I arn ful2y aware dta~ dais certification, executed on the
date arid in th~ county below, is made under pemnhy of’per’jm’y uzui~r d’~ laws of flu~ State of California.
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